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H.R. 3985
Over-the-Road Bus Transportation Accessibility Act of 2007

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

on October 31, 2007

H.R. 3985 would require the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to

ensure that operators of over-the-road busses comply with the Americans With Disabilities

Act (ADA).  (Generally, over-the-road busses are those that have elevated passenger decks

located over baggage compartments.)  Under H.R. 3985, the FMCSA would be required to

review applications for licenses to operate such vehicles to ensure that the operators comply

with federal accessibility regulations issued under the ADA.  In addition to performing safety

audits for new licensees, the agency also would include ADA requirements in the compliance

reviews of bus operators that it undertakes in the future. 

Based on information provided by the FMCSA, CBO estimates that developing and

enforcing new regulations to implement H.R. 3985 would cost the agency about $500,000

in fiscal year 2008 and less than $300,000 each year thereafter.  First-year costs include one-

time systems upgrades and training expenses.  Enacting the bill would not affect direct

spending or revenues.

Section 4 of the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act excludes from the application of that act

any legislative provision that establishes or enforces statutory rights that prohibit

discrimination on the basis of disability.  CBO has determined that the provisions of

H.R. 3985 fall within that exclusion; therefore, we have not reviewed them for

intergovernmental or private-sector mandates.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Deborah Reis.  This estimate was approved by

Theresa Gullo, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.
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